Thompson Okanagan Football Club

Thompson Okanagan FC Coach and Player Interaction Guidelines

All Coaches will abide by the “Rule of Two” when in what may be deemed a potentially vulnerable
situation
The Rule of Two states that there will always be two TOFC screened adults with an athlete, especially a
minor athlete, when in a potentially vulnerable situation. This means that any one-on-one interaction
between a coach and an athlete must take place within earshot and view of the second coach or adult,
with the exception of medical emergencies. One of the adults must also be of the same gender as the
athlete. Should there be a circumstance where a second screened adult or certified coach is not
available, a volunteer, parent, or adult can be recruited or the meeting should be held in a populated
area such as a lobby hen on the road, or a viewing gallery at the training facility.
This rule serves to protect minor athletes in potentially vulnerable situations by ensuring that more than
one adult is present. Vulnerable situations can include closed doors meetings, travel, and training
environments amongst others.

TOFC has created and implemented, policies and procedures, in a sustainable and measurable process,
that limit the instances where these situations are possible.
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Coaches and Managers MUST:
•

Complete the Respect In Sport online course and be Certified by March 31, 2019
https://bcsoccercoach.respectgroupinc.com/

Coaches MUST:
•

Complete Make Ethical Decisions training and pass the evaluation by March 31, 2019
https://www.coach.ca/make-ethical-decisions-med--s16834

When interacting with players, coaches and managers MUST:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Participate in any direct meeting with an individual player that is not done in the presence of
another adult such as the team manager, assistant coach and/or the player’s parent or guardian.
Ad-hoc direct feedback before, during or post games/practice scenarios is encouraged but must
always be done at the training ground or similar venues within in a visible setting
Meet in a public space such as the viewing area at Vernon Toyota Indoor Sports Centre or a
lobby
Ensure one of the adults must also be of the same gender as the athlete, or be of an appropriate
identity to the player (an identity acceptable to the player ie: a parent, friend’s parent, etc.)
Not be alone with a child in a non-visible place and/or enclosed space, such as a car, change
room or similar at any time
Not drive players to or from training, games, or other events
Not be in player hotel rooms
Not meet with a player in a hotel room
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•
•

•

Not use any form inuendo, profanity, swearing, ridicule, defamation, racism, or violence towards
a player
Not engage directly with children through the phone or social media channels such as: email,
Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, texting, etc. Should such communications to players be
necessary it MUST always be directed to or indirectly (CC) via the parent/guardian. Club and
team-based group communication sites such as TeamSnap are to be utilized whenever possible
Not leave children alone after a game or practice if their parent/guardian has not arrived to pick
them up. In such cases the Coach and/or Team Manager must remain with child in a visible
place until the player is picked up

If at any time you are faced with a “grey” situation, err on the side of caution and seek guidance from
the club Technical Director and General Manager. Even the most innocent type of situations can lead to
unwanted challenges and misunderstandings. The objective of this framework is to put the child’s safety
and wellbeing first and to never put yourself in a situation where you are alone with a child whether in a
physical space or via direct communication channels.
This is for both the players and coaches/managers protection.
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